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Legal Updates  Commercial Property 
Commercial Rent Arrears          
Recovery (CRAR) 
 
Although this scheme has yet to 
come into force, it will be of particular  
interest to the Commercial Property 
market because the Act seeks to 
abolish the law of distress in favour of 
CRAR. 
 
This is the new scheme introduced 
by Part 3 of the Tribunals Courts and               
Enforcement Act 2007. 
 
In light of the large number of    
pressing matters the Government is 
involved with at the moment, it was 
not a surprise to learn that the      
Ministry of Justice has decided to 
delay implementation.   
 
It was originally expected to come 
into force around six months after 
Royal Assent for the Act, however 
the Ministry announced two months 
ago that it does not now intend to 
bring this into force until at least April 
2012. 

Equality Bill 2009 
 
 
On 24th April 2009, the new Equality 
Bill was published by the former 
Home Secretary, Jacqui Smith. 
 
Assuming the Bill has a trouble free 
passage through parliament, it is 
slated to come into force in the     
Autumn.   
 
But how is the Bill likely to affect the 
Commercial Property Market? 
 
There are ramifications for landlords 
and tenants, with its extension of  
duties with regard to common parts.   
 
Where property is let or forms part of 
a commonhold arrangement, Clauses 
31-35, Part IV of the Bill requires the 
landlord to make provisions for     
alterations in favour of disabled    
occupiers to ensure accessibility. 
 

 
 

Community Infrastructure Levy  
 

 
The Government has announced that 
there will be a delay in introducing 
the new tariff based system which 
will charge developers sums to put 
towards  communi ty  focused         
infrastructure development. 

 
Given the current  economic         
conditions, the Government will hold 
off adding another expense onto  
development costs until April 2010.   

 
H o w e v e r ,  t h o s e  p l a n n i n g              
development projects for the latter 
part of next year are advised to bear 
these additional expenses in mind. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

David Roberts, Partner 

029 2039 1164 
david.roberts@hughjames.com 

Announcement : Promotion of Ioan Prydderch 
 
Hugh James are pleased to announce the promotion of Partner Ioan Prydderch to Head of        
Construction, Energy and Projects.   
 
Ioan has spent the last 10 years advising clients in the construction and energy sectors. After 
spending 6 years in Bristol, Ioan returned to Hugh James in 2006 as a Partner in the Construction 
and Projects Team. 
 
Hugh James were recently named as one of the top 20 UK Construction Law Firms in Builder and 
Engineer publication 2009. 
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   Your contacts 
David Roberts, Partner 
Head of Property and Construction  
david.roberts@hughjames.com 
029 2039 1164 

Ioan Prydderch, Partner 
Head of Construction, Energy &  
Projects  
ioan.prydderch@hughjames.com 
029 2039 1127 

Christopher Agius, Partner 
Head of Real Estate Finance 
christopher.agius@hughjames.com 
029 2066 0569 

Neil Morgan, Partner 
Head of Property Dispute Resolution 
neil.morgan@hughjames.com 
029 2066 0589 

 Introducing...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Peter Hurn, Partner, Commercial Property Team 

What is your role within the property and       
construction team? 
 
I am a partner in the commercial property 
team at Hugh James, specialising in real 
estate, commercial and residential           
development and regeneration. I deal with 
site acquisitions and disposals, land and 
tenant, residential house builders, and    
consortiums. 
 
I also handle planning and infrastructure          
agreements as well as renewable energy 
projects. I’ve been the lead legal advisor on 
a number of major urban regeneration 
schemes and am regularly involved in   
large-scale developments projects. 
 
What work are you currently involved in? 
 
I act for a variety of clients, both private and 
public sector, including big names such as 
Barratt Homes, Bellway Homes, Walters 
Group, Cardiff Bus, Welsh Water and the 
Welsh Rugby Union. 
 
Recent work includes acting for private   
sector house builders on the regeneration of 
Barry Waterfront.  
 

I currently advise a number of PPP       
consortia including schemes in Parc      
Derwen in Bridgend and Sebastapol near 
Torfaen, which together will deliver nearly 
5,000 new homes in South Wales over the 
next 10 years. 

 
I also advised on the legal work for the new     
horserace course at Ffos Las in             
Carmarthen which opened in June. 

 
What is your top tip for the property and        
construction market in this difficult    
economic period? 

 
Remain positive. Property still represents 
the best form of investment in the UK and 
with signs of the market improving, things 
can only get better. 

 
What are you main leisure activities? 

 
Football, golf and DIY 

 
Tell us something about yourself that we 
would never guess! 

 
I am a certified PADI open water scuba 
diver. 

6 

mailto:david.roberts@hughjames.com�
mailto:ioan.prydderch@hughjames.com�
mailto:christopher.agius@hughjames.com�
mailto:neil.morgan@hughjames.com�


 Property and Construction Newsletter 

 

 

E:  david.roberts@hughjames.com 
T:  029 2039 1164 
W:  www.hughjames.com 

Upcoming events 

 Cardiff Property Curry Club  
Hugh James is pleased to announce the third Cardiff property curry club to take place on Thursday 17 September.   
Network over a naan with other property professionals. 
 
 Date and time: Thurs 17 September 2009, 12.00 - 14.00 
 NEW VENUE: The Spice Quarter, Brewery Quarter, Cardiff City Centre 
 Cost:   £20 per person (+ VAT). Includes 3 course meal and drinks. 
 
To book your place, please contact Bethan Walker at curry.club@hughjames.com or telephone 029 2039 1044.  

 Annual Social Housing Law Conference 2009 
Now in its ninth year, the Hugh James Annual Housing Law will once again provide a series of informative talks and 
high profile external speakers. The conference will provide the latest developments in this fast-moving area of the law.  
 
 Date and time: Wed 4 November 2009, 9.00 - 16.30 
 Venue:  The Village Hotel, Cardiff 
 Cost:   TBC. Cost will include buffet lunch. 
 
To book your place, please contact Bethan Walker at bethan.walker@hughjames.com or telephone 029 2039 1044.  

 Hugh James Exchange: Who’s Caring for Wales?  
With the population's age ever increasing, the question on many people's lips is - who’s caring for Wales? This emotive 
topic will be discussed in greater detail at the Hugh James Exchange. 
 
 Date and time: Tuesday 14 July 2009, 6pm - 8.30pm 
 Venue:  The Hilton Hotel, Cardiff City Centre 
 Cost:   £23.00 per person (+ VAT). Includes drink reception and buffet.  
 
To book your place, contact Charlotte Allan at charlotte.allan@hughjames.com or telephone 029 2066 0587.  

And finally... 
Squatters threaten Victorian manor house development 
 
A property developer has experienced the ultimate setback in his 
efforts to transform a 140-year old manor house. 
 
Intruders have repeatedly chained padlocks to the entrance of Owl 
Hall, Lancashire and have posted legal notices around the property 
claiming squatters rites. 
 
Local newspaper ‘The Accrington Observer’ has received emails 
from an organisation calling itself the AshtonMere Estate. Citing the 
Adverse Possesion Under Limitation Act 1980, they claim that the 
property has been reclaimed legitimately under squatting laws. 
 
Under further investigation, the police found no evidence that the 
AstonMere Estate exists and have released a statement which     
dismisses their claims for legal entitlement to the property. They also 
confirmed that the property was not currently inhabited.  
 
Landowner Peter Broadley has lodged a formal complaint of         
harassment and describes the scenario as a scam. 
 
Source: The Accrington Observer  
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